






10. 	The West and South have seen the 
greatest growth in artists by state.
n 	 The West was led by Nevada, Utah, Oregon, 

and Arizona. In these states, the artist  
population grew at 2.5 to 5 times the rate  
of that of the U.S. labor force (11.6 percent)  
from 1990 to 2000.

n 	 Florida and Georgia led the South with a  
23 percent growth in artists—double the  
national average. 

n 	 29 percent of all artists now live in the West, 
and another 29 percent in the South. 

Selected artist occupations: Top 10 states ranked by number of artists per 10,000 people

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Special Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Tabulation.

Total artists 

1. New York 101.1

2. California 97.6

3. �Massachusetts 91.0

4. Vermont 87.4

5. �Colorado 85.4

6. �Hawaii 84.1

7. Connecticut 84.0

8. Oregon 80.5

9. �Washington 78.8

10. �Nevada 77.9

Actors

1. California 5.3

2. New York 4.2

3. Nevada 1.3

4. New Jersey 1.1

5. Florida 1.0

6. Minnesota 0.9

7. Illinois 0.9

8. Utah 0.9

9. Oregon 0.9

10. Connecticut 0.9

 Architects

1. Massachusetts 12.9

2. Colorado 12.7

3. Washington 11.7

4. Vermont 10.7

5. Hawaii 10.3

6. New York 9.3

7. Connecticut 9.1

8. Oregon 9.1

9. Maryland 9.0

10. California 8.5

Fine artists, art directors, 
and animators
1. New Mexico 18.1

2. Vermont 16.2

3. Hawaii 14.9

4. Montana 13.0

5. New York 12.6

6. California 12.4

7. Alaska 12.3

8. Maine 12.1

9. Oregon 11.4

10. Colorado 10.9

Dancers and 
choreographers
1. Nevada 6.9

2. Hawaii 4.7

3. Alaska 2.0

4. Arizona 1.5

5. Utah 1.4

6. Florida 1.4

7. New York 1.4

8. Nebraska 1.2

9. Texas 1.1

10. Oklahoma 1.1

Designers

1. Massachusetts 36.9

2. Connecticut 36.5

3. Rhode Island 36.2

4. New York 34.5

5. California 34.1

6. Michigan 32.8

7. Colorado 32.6

8. Minnesota 31.9

9. Oregon 31.6

10. Washington 31.4

Entertainers and 
performers
1. Nevada 8.9

2. Florida 3.4

3. Hawaii 2.9

4. California 2.0

5. Arizona 1.8

6. New York 1.5

7. Colorado 1.5

8. Tennessee 1.4

9. Texas 1.3

10. Vermont 1.3

Musicians

1. Tennessee 11.8

2. Hawaii 10.1

3. Nevada 8.9

4. New York 8.6

5. California 7.8

6. Florida 6.9

7. Massachusetts 6.9

8. New Jersey 6.8

9. Colorado 6.4

10. Minnesota 6.2

Writers and authors 

1. Vermont 11.3

2. New York 10.8

3. Massachusetts 9.8

4. California 9.0

5. Oregon 8.6

6. Connecticut 8.1

7. Colorado 8.1

8. Maine 7.9

9. Maryland 7.7

10. Montana 7.5
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