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ARTIST EMPLOYMENT IN 1989
 

In 1989, total employment tn eleven artlst occupatlonal groups Increased from 
1,505,000 to 1,571,000. These flgures represent an Increase of 4.4%, and
 
demonstrates a marked change from the modest Increase of only .1% (from
 
1,503,000 to 1,505,000) in 1988. Employment statlstlcs for a11 occupatlons,
 
Includlng the eleven artlst occupations are compiled through the Bureau of
 
Labor Statlstlcs’ Current Populatlon Survey.
 

During 1989, there was a decrease in the number of unemployed artlsts In the
 
eleven occupatlonal groups from 52,000 to 46,000. Thls decrease lowered the
 
artlst unemployment rate from 2.9% to 2.8%, and marked the fourth consecutive
 
year that the artist unemployment rate has dropped. In 1989, the total labor
 
force of artlsts In 11 occupatlonal areas was up 3.9% from 1988 (1,557,000 to
 
1,617,000).
 

These natlonal employment statlstlcs are obtained from the Bureau of Labor
 
Statlstlcs’ Current Populatlon Survey, whlch reports employment Informatlon on
 
over 325 occupatlons, Includlng eleven artlst occupatlons. A respondant (16
 
years or older) Is consldered employed If durlng the survey week he/she dld
 
any pald work in hls/her business, profession, or farm. It Is Important to
 
note that those holdlng more than one job are counted In the ~ob whlch they
 
worked the most hours durlng the survey week.
 

To be consldered a worklng artlst in the Bureau of Labor Statlstlcs’ survey,
 
one must be worklng as an artist durlng the survey week. To be consldered an
 
unemployed artlst In the survey, one’s last job must have been as an artist
 
and lasted at least two weeks, be 1ooklng for a job, and not be employed In
 
any other way. The reader should be cautlous about comparlng these data to
 
other estlmates of employment and unemployment In artlst occupatlons as
 
dlfferences In deflnltlon and methodology can cause wlde varlances In these
 
estlmates.
 

In 1989, the total clv111an labor force, both employed and unemployed, was up
 
1.8% from 1988 (121,669,000 to 123,869,000). Thls total Includes 117,342,000
 
persons employed (up 2.1% from 1988) and 6,528,000 persons unemployed (down
 
2.6% from 1988). The clv111an unemployment rate (the number of unemployed
 
workers as a percent of the total labor force) was 5.3%, down from 5.5% In
 
1988. 

The labor force for Professlonal Speclallty Occupatlons, a category whlch
 
Includes the eleven artist occupatlons,lncreased 3.7% In 1989 (15,249,000 to
 
15,815,000). The Professlonal Speciallty Occupatlons Include a wlde range of
 
professions such as englneers, lawyers, health care professlonals, and soclal,
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recreational and religious workers. The total number in this category
 
employed was up 3.9% in 1989 (14,974,000 to 15,550,000), while the total
 
number unemployed dropped 0.4% (266,000 to 265,000), holding the unemployment
 
rate steady at 1.7%.
 

In 1989, improvements In employment statlstlcs among the individual artist 
occupations were noted for designers, musiclans/composers, and 
painters/sculptors/craft-artlsts/artist-prlntmakers. A11 these occupations
 
experienced an increase in their labor force, while having fewer people
 
unemployed. Authors experienced no changes In elther labor force or
 
unemployment over the year.
 

Unemployment increased for archltects in 1989. Unemployment rates for dancers
 
were not calculated because the number of persons in this occupational group
 
is too small for rellable estimates.
 

EMPLOYMENT TRENDS 1983-89
 

The unemployment rate for artists has increased only once slnce 1983:
 
6% (1983), 4.7% (1984), 5% (1985), 2.8% (1989). The unemployment rate for

clv111ans has dropped contlnually since 1983, from 9.6% to 4.7%. The
 
Professlonal Speclallty Occupatlon category has also experienced a contlnual
 
decrease during the same period from 3% to 1.7%.
 

The labor force for artlsts has grown 24.3% slnce 1983 (1,301,000 to
 
1,617,000). The clv111an labor force has also experienced contlnual growth
 
slnce 1983, up 10.4% (111,550,000 to 123,120,000). Professlonal Specialty
 
Occupatlon workers have also experlenced contlnual growth slnce 1983, up 19.6%
 
(13,219,000 to 15,815,000).
 

There has been a steady increase in the number employed for all three areas
 
from 1983-89: Artlsts have risen 28.5% (1,223,000 to 1,571,000), Clv111an
 
Workers have rlsen 16.4% (100,834,000 to 117,342,000), Professional Speclalty
 
Occupatlons have rlsen 21.3% (12,820,000 to 15,550,000).
 

INDIVIDUAL ARTIST OCCUPATIONS
 

These data are based on a sample survey and are subject to sampllng errors.
 
Small occupatlon groups (less than 75,000) are less 11kely to be accurate than
 
the larger occupatlon groups. (See note at bottom of Table l.)
 

ACTORS AND DIRECTORS
 
The unemployment rate for actors and dlrectors In 1989 was 10.4%, down from
 
10.6% In 1988. The labor force for thls group dropped 4.5% (112,000 to
 
I07,000), and the number employed dropped 4% (lO0,O00 to 96,000). Since 1983
 
there has been a S0.7% Increase in the size of the labor force (71,000 to

I07,000) wlth no Increase In the number of unemployed. Thls has cut the
 
unemployment rate from 15.7% to 10.4%, a 33.8% reductlon.
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ANNOUNCERS
 
The unemployment rate for announcers In 1989 was 2.9%, down from 6.4% In
 
1988. Decreases were noted in the labor force (56,000 to 53,000), the number
 
employed (52,000 to 51,000), and the number unemployed (4,000 to 2,000).
 
Since 1983 there has been a 29.3% increase in the labor force (41,000 to
 
53,000), and a 56.7% drop in unemployment (6.7% to 2.9%).
 

ARCHITECTS
 
The labor force for architects continued its steady growth In 1989, up If%
 
from 1988 (145,000 to 161,000). The number of employed rose 9.8% (143,000 to
 
157,000); this is the sixth consecutive year employment has rlsen. However,
 
due to the large growth of the labor force, archltects experlenced a doubling
 
In their unemp]oyment rate from 1988 (1.2% to 2.4%). Since 1983, the
 
archltects’ labor force has grown 49.1% (108,000 to 161,000), the number
 
employed 52.4% (103,000 to 157,000), whlle showing a 44.2% decrease (4.3% to
 
2.4%) In their unemployment rate.
 

AUTHORS
 
Authors experlenced no employment changes from 1988 to 1989. Thelr labor
 
force held steady at 83,000 and their unemployment rate at 1.2%. Since 1983,
 
the number of employed authors has grown from 62,000 to 82,000, an increase of
 
32.3%.
 

DANCERS
 
The labor force for dancers was 17,000 in 1989. The labor force for dancers
 
has rlsen 42% since 1983, and employment 40%. The data on unemployment for
 
dancers is not provided slnce it was not posslble to make rellable estimates
 
glven the small slze of this category.
 

DESIGNERS
 
The 1989 unemployment rate for designers was 2.5%, down from 2.8% in 1988.
 
There was a 4.4% increase in the labor force (525,000 to 548,000), a 4.7%
 
increase in the number employed (510,000 to 534,000), and a 6.7% drop in the
 
total unemployed (15,000 to 14,000). Since 1983 there has been a 32.1%
 
increase in the labor force (415,000 to 548,000) and a 35.9% increase in the
 
number employed (393,000 to 534,000). The number of unemployed persons
 
dropped 36.4% (22,000 to 14,000), cutting the unemployment rate by over 50%
 
(5.2% to 2.5%).
 

MUSICIANS/COMPOSERS
 
The labor force for muslclans and composers grew 10.1% In 1989 (158,000 to
 
174,000) and the number of unemployed dropped from 7,000 to 4,000, decreasing
 
the unemployment rate by 42.9% (4.6% to 2.4%). Since 1983, however, the labor
 
force has grown only 2.4% (170,000 to I74,000). During the perlod of
 
1983-1989 there has been a 73.3% decrease In the number of unemployed
 
muslclans and composers (15,000 to 4,000) and a 73.3% decrease In the
 
unemployment rate (8.6% to 2.4%).
 

PAINTERS/SCULPTORS/CRAFT ARTISTS/ARTIST PRINTMAKER~

The labor force for thls group grew 5.9% In 1989 (219,000 to 232,000). The
 
number of unemployed In thls category dropped 25% (4,000 to 3,000), 1owerlng
 
the unemployment rate from 2% to 1.3%. Since 1983, there has been a 20.8%
 
growth In the labor force (192,000 to 232,000) and the number of unemployed
 
dropped 50% (6,000 to 3,000), 1owerlng the unemployment rate 60.6% (3.3% to
 
1.3%).
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PHOTOGRAPHERS
 
The unemployment rate for photographers dropped 47.2% In 1989,from 3.6% to
 
1.9%. Thls was due to a 5.8% reduction In the labor force (121,000 to
 
If4,000) and a 50% reduction in the number of unemployed (4,000 to 2,000).
 
Since 1983 there has been a 4.2% reduction in the labor force in thls artist
 
category (I19,000 to ll4,000), a 66.7% reduction In the number of unemployed
 
(6,000 to 2,000), and a 6.6.7% reduction in the unemployment rate (5% to 1.9%).
 

TEACHERS OF ART/DRAMA/MUSIC (hi~her ed.)
 
The labor force for thls group dropped 8.2% in 1989 (49,000 to 45,000). It is
 
estimated that there are less than l,O00 unemployed--thls number Is too small
 
to calculate a reliable unemployment figure. Thls group has remained stable
 
since 1983 when the labor force was 43,000 with an estimated l,O00 unemployed
 
(a 2.2% unemployment rate).
 

OTHER ARTISTS
 
Thls heterogeneous group of artists not classlfled elsewhere In the survey
 
(which Includes such varied professions as anlmators, comlcs, pupeteers, and
 
translators) had a labor force of 83,000, up 15.3% from 72,000 In 1988. The
 
number employed in thls category rose 14.1% since 1988 (71,000 to 81,000) and
 
the number of unemployed Increased from 1,000 to 2,000, causlng a rlse In the
 
unemployment rate from 2.1% to 2.3%. Since 1983, this category has grown
 

¯ 25.8% (66,000 to 83,000) and the number of unemployed has dropped 60% (5,000
 
to 2,000). This is reflected In a 67.6% reduction In the unemployment rate
 
(7.1% to 2.4%).
 

CAVEATS: This Research Division Note is the seventh of an annua] series
 
ut111zlng the Standard Occupational Classlflcatlon (SOC) put into effect In
 
the Current Popu]atlon Survey In 1983. The changes In the occupatlona]
 
classlflcatlon system Improved the conslstency In measurlng emp]oyment In the
 
artlst occupational groups. Caution should be used when comparln9 these data
 
with pre-lg83 data.
 

Research Dlvtston Reports and Notes of related Interest: 

Reports
 
#I Employment and Unemployment of Artists: 1970-1975
 
#16 Artist Employment and Unemployment: 1971-1980
 

Notes
 
#2 Artlst Employment In 1982
 
#7 Artlst Employment In 1983
 
#11 Artlst Employment In 1984

#15 Artist Employment tn 1985
 
#22 Artist Employment In 1986
 
#29 Artlst Employment In 1987
 
#31 Artlst Employment In 1988
 

A Sourcebook of Arts Statlstlcs: 1989
 



Table 1. Artist Labor Force, ~mplo~ent and ~mpioy~en~, 198~-89 

occupat~.on 1989 ’_988 :98’7 :.~36 :985 :984 :98"~ 

¯ Total. All Civilian WorMer~ 
~m~loye~ 
Unemployed 
Uneuploy~ent rate 

127 .869.000 
i17.542.000 

6.528.000 
5.7% 

i21.669.000 
i14.968.000 

6.701.000 
5.5% 

i!9.865.000 
i12.440.000 

".425.000 
6.25 

117.874.000 
:09,597,006 

~.2~7. 000 
7.05 

1!~..462.000 

i07.150.000 
~.512.000 

7.25 

:!7.5~.000 
105.005.000 

S.5~9.000 
7.5% 

111o550.000 
i00.8~4.000 
10.717.000 

9.6% 

profees;onal SDecialtv 
3ccupet~on

-~mploye~
Unemployed 
Uneapioyment rate 

15,815 000
15,550,000 

265,000 
1.75 

:=~.2~9 00~0 
i¢,974,000 

266,000 
1.7~ 

:~,726,000 
14,426,000 

~00,000 
2.~ 

:4.228.000 
i~,911,000 

517,000 
2.2% 

1~,946.000 
15,6~0,000 

516.000 
2.35 

:7,629.000
:5,286,000 

~4~,000 
2.5% 

17,219,000 
~2,820,000 

399,000 
5.0~ 

All Artists 
-~m~loye~
Unemployed 
Unemployment .-a~e 

~ctors and Directors 
£~ployen
Unemployed
Unemployment rate 

’ ,617.000 
i, 571.000 

46,000
2.8~ 

107.000 
96,000 
ii,000 
10.45 

"_.557.000 
i .505,000 

.~2,000
2.9% 

~!2,000 
LO0.O00 
12,000 
i0.6~ 

"-.558.000 
,505,000 
55,000 

5.55 

98,000 
SS.000 
I0,000 

9.85 

" .500.000 
~ ,459,000 

~1,000
4.1~ 

97,000 
~6,000 
T,O00 
7.75 

:.482 000 
: .~Ii,000 

71,000 
5.05 

91.000 
77,000 
14,000
i~.45 

1.418.000 
,551,000 
67,000 

­.7~ 

78,000 
68,000 
i0,000 
15.~ 

: ~01.000 
" 

78,000 
6.0~ 

?I.000 
60.000 
ii,000 
13.75 

A--ouncers
Ū~ploye~ 
Umenployment 
Uae~plo~eat re~e 

~r~itec¢a 
Z~ploye~ 
Unemployed 
Une=ploymen~ ra:e 

~ .000 
51,000 
2,000 
2.9% 

161.000 
L57,000 

4,000 
2.45 

=,6,000 
52.000 
.’ .000 
6.4% 

:45,000
:­~,000 
2°000 
1.2~ 

62.000 
59,000 
3,000
~.75 

:56.000 
:35,000

1,000 
1.0~ 

58,000 
55,000 
3,000 
5.9% 

175.000 
:52.000 

~,000 
1.95 

.~ ,000 
51,000 
5 ,(X)O
5.3% 

!)~ 000 
130,000 

7,000
2.25 

59,000 
55,000
~ ,000 
6.2% 

i09.000 
~07,000 

2,000
!.8~ 

41.000 
38,000 
5,000 
6.75 

108.000 

~uChor~ 
-~m~loyed 
U~emp/oyen 
Un~ployment ra~e 

85.000 
82.000 
!.000 
1.45 

~.000 
~2.000 
:,000 

.95 

~6.000 
~5.000 
1.000 
.~ 

".000 
TS.O00 
2.000 
2.65 

v!.O00 
,0.000 
1.000 
1.45 

,~.000 
Tl.O00 
1.000 
1.45_ 

2,000 
2.5% 

Danoers 
Faploye~ 

17.000 
~4,000 

17,000 
16,000 

!6,000 
15,000 

18.000 
15,000 

17,000 
15,000 

14.000 
i2,000 

12.000 
i0,000 

Une=ploTsea~ rate 

~ 
~loyed 
U~employed 
Ua==plo~ent rate 

5~.000 
5 ~4,000 
14,000 

2.55 

~2~ o 000 
~ lO ,000 
~5,000 
2.~ 

54~, 000 
5 ~I, 000 
l~,O00 
2.75 

-

504.000 
484,000 
20~000 

4.0~ 

~04.000 
484,00~ 
~0,000 

5.9~ 

46~ 000 
448,000 
18,000 

7.9% 

41~. 000 
39~ ,000 
22,000 
5.~ 

Rusiciaaa/Com~oee~
E~ploye~
U~mployed
Un~ploy~ent rate 

174,000 
170,000 
4,000

2.4~ 

138.000 
151,000 
7,000

4.65 

177.000 
169,000 
8,000
4.75 

!71 .CO0 
164,000 
7,000

3.9~ 

167.000 
L52,000 
ii,000

6.35 

174,000 
161.000 
13,000

7.~ 

170,000 
155,000 

8.65 

p~tntere/Sculptomi 
3~ft Ar~Stslan~ 
Artist Pr~ntmsxer8 

~ploye~
Unemploye~ 
Uaemploy=eat rate 

272,000 
22%000 

3.000 
1.~ 

219,000 
215,000

4.000 
?.0~ 

198f000 
191,000 

7.~00 
5.4~ 

194,000 
L89,000 
5.000 

2.7~ 

207 000 
2OO.000 

7.000 
5.2~ 

220.000 
212.000 

8.000 
~.55 

192,000 
186.000 

6.0GO 
5.~ 

Photographers
Employo~ 
U~nployed 
Uamplo~eat r~te 

114.000 
112.00~ 

2,000 
1.~ 

121f000 
117,000 

4,000 
~.65 

1Tlf000 
126.000 

5,000 
4.0~ 

1TI.000 
127,000 

4,000 
2.~ 

I~.000 
~29,000 

5,000 
3.5~ 

128.000 
125.000 

5,000 
5.9~ 

119.000 
113,000 

6,000 
5.0~ 

Teachers of Art, Drama, 
and Music ~ni~er ed.) 
~mployed 
Umemployed 
Unmploy~ent rate 

4~.000 
45,000 

~ 
0.7~ 

4%000 
~,8,OO0 
1,000 
2.7~ 

41.000 
40,000 
1,000 
1.65 

A~,O0~. 
42,000 

1,000 
i.~ 

42~000 

1,000 
2.4~ 

41,000 

2.4~ 2.2~ 

Other Artletsee 

Employee 
O~ployed 
Un~ploFaent ~te 

8~.000 
81.000 
2,000 

2.Y~ 

72.000 
71.000 
1,000 
2.1~ 

67,000 
64,00~ 

~,000 
4.5~ 

76y000 
70.000 
6,000 
7.8~ 

66.000 
62.000 
4,000 
~.6~ 

~7~000 
54,000 

~.000 
~.8~ 

66.000 
61,000 
~.000 
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Table 2. Trends in Artie~ Labor Porce, ~mploymenz
and Unemployment, 1983-1989 

C~an~e. 1988-198~
 

Total. Al! Civilian Workers
 
Em~loyec
 
Unemployed
 
Unem~loymenz rate
 

p.-cfeesio~i $~eciait~
 

Employee
 
UnemployeC
 
Unempioy~en~ rate 

All Ar~±sts
 

Unemployment raze 

Actors and Directors
 
Employee
 
U~o|ployed
 
Unmapioy~en~ rate
 

Unemployment rate 

Architects
 
~’~ployec
 
Unempioyea
 
Unemp~oy~en~ rate
 

~uz~o_.__~__~
 
.~.mployec

Unemployed
 
Un~ployment rate
 

~aployed
 
Unemployed
 
Unemployment raze
 

Unemployed 

~uJtcians/ComDoeors 
~nployea
 
Unemployed
 
Unonployuen~ ~a~o
 

photo~raphe:5 

Unemployed 

Teaehere of Ar~, Dreaa, 
and ~ue~­ (hi~er ed.
 

Enployed
 
Unemployed
 
Unem~lo~ent rate
 

Other Artistsee
 
~nployod
 
Unemployed

Unemployuen~ rs~o
 

Level
 

÷2,200.000
 
÷2,~74,000
 

-17~,000

-0.2%
 

-~66,000
 
-576,000
 

-I, coo
 

÷60,000
 
6,000
 
-6,000
 
-0.1%
 

-5,000
 
-~ ,000
 
-i ,000
 
-0.2%
 

-3,0o0
 
-I,000
 
-2,000
 
-3.5%
 

-16,000
 
-i4,000

.2,000
 
-i .2%
 

o
 
o
 
o
 

-~.8
 
-2.1
 

-~5.8
 
-3.6
 

"5.7
 
",~ .9

-.3.4
 

"~.9
 
-~.~
 

-:i .5
 
-5.5
 

-~,. 5
 
-,.:.. 0
 
-8. ~
 
-1.2
 

-1.9
 
-@o.0
 
-~.7
 

-~.i.0
 

-lO0.O
 
-lO0.O
 

o
 
o
 
o
 

-o.~ "-=~ .8
 

o
 

-2},000

÷24,000

-i,000
 
-O.T~
 

÷16,000 
÷19,000 
-},000 

÷1},~00
÷14,000 
-1,000 
-0.TS 

-2,000 
-1.7~ 

-4,000
.}.ooo
 

÷11,000 
÷10,000 
÷1,000 
-o.~
 

o
 

"*.7
 
-6.7
 

-i0.7
 

÷10.1 

-~2.9 

-~.9 
°6.5 

-25.0 
-~.0 

-~0.0 
-~.7.2 

-8.2 
-6.~
 

÷1~.~ 
-1~.1 

-lOO.O 
÷9.5
 

~han~e, i98~-1989 
Level ~ercen~a~e 

÷Ii,570,0~0 "I0.~
 
-16,508.000 -16.~
 
-4,9}9,000 -~6.1
 

-~.9% -51.0
 

÷2,596,000 -19.6
 
÷2,730,000 -21.}
 
-I~,000 -33.6
 

-516,000
 
÷~8,000 ÷28.5
 
-52,000 -~l.O
 

÷36.C00 -50.7 
-40.0
 

~ 0
 
-~.3% -33.8
 

¯ 36,000
 

÷12,000
 

-I,000
 

-5) ,(X)O "19.1
 

-i ,ooo -20.0 
-’~ .9% --~.2 

÷19,000 -29.7
 
÷20,000
 
-i,000 -50.0
 
-i.1% -~.0
 

÷9,000 -~,i.7 
÷4,000 ÷40.0 

¯ i~,ooo -~2.1
 
÷141,000
 

-8,000 -56.4
 
-2.7~ -51.9
 

÷a,O00 "2.4 
*15,000 ÷9.7
 
-Ii.ooo -7~.~
 

-6.2~ -72.1
 

÷40.000 
÷4).000 ÷2"~.1 
-}.00o -50.0 
-2 .o~ -60.6 

-5,000 -4.2 
-1,000 -0.9 
-4,(~0 -66.7
 
-5 ,i~ -66°7
 

÷2.000 ÷4.7 
÷~,OOO ÷7.1 

-1.5~ -68.2 

÷lT,OO0 ÷25.8 
÷20,000 ÷~2.8 
-),000 -60.0 
-4.8~ -67.6 

See note at bott~ o~ ~blo 1. 
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